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Recent Developments in Agricultural Production and Food Consumption 


in Western Europe 1/ 


Production 


Agricultural production in Western Europe has continued its upward 
trend in recent years, and in 1957-58 stood at 127 percent of its prewar 
level. There has been a slowing down of the rate of growth, however. 
Thus, the index for gross production in the region as a whole increased 
from 112 to 123 percent during the 3-year period, 1951-52 to 1954-55, but 
only from 123 to 127 percent during the 1954-55 to 1957-58 period. 


The slowing down is to a considerable degree due to developments in 
France--a country which accounts for over 20 percent of total agricultural 
production in Europe. French production rose rapidly in the early years 
of the 1950's, but has actually been slightly lower in the last few years 
than when the peak was reached in 1954-55 and 1955-56. A poor crop of 
wheat in 1956 and of wine in 1957 are primarily responsible; livestock 
production has continued to increase. In Sweden total production has 
declined and even livestock production, considered separately, has failed 
to expand in the 1950's. The explanation is primarily that the country 
does not wish to increase the production of commodities which tend to 
become surplus and have to be exported at a loss--a consideration which 
also tends to put a brake on production growth in some other West European 
countries. 


The net index of agricultural production differs from the gross index 
in that the value of imported feedstuffs has been deducted from the total 
value of production. Since Western Europe's feed imports have been lower 
in the postwar years than before the war, the net index has reached higher 
figures than the gross index: in 1957-58 130 net compared with 127 gross. 
However, feed imports have been much greater in the last 3 or 4 years than 
in the early 1950's--in some countries they now surpass their prewar level-- 
and the gap between the two indices is narrowing. 


Western Europe, like the United States, has achieved its postwar 
production growth despite a drastic decline in agricultural manpower, and 
with no increase in agricultural land. The explanation lies in a growth 
of productivity (total output in relation to total input in farming), which 
has been estimated at 2 percent per year for the first half of the 1950's. 
During the same period labor productivity grew at the rate of 4 percent 
per year owing to the better technology applied 2/, 


1/ Prepared by the staff of the European Analysis Branch. 


2/ For a detailed discussion, see Technological Factors in the Expansion 


of Agricultural Production in West Europe. Foreign Agriculture Report 
No. 102, October 1957. 


Consumption 


The overall consumption level in Western Europe changes little from 
year to year. Average consumption remains around 2,900 calories per 
person per day, and the quality of the food continues to improve. Thus, 
there is a steady decline in the consumption of grains and potatoes, a 
steady increase for meat and sugar. Per capita consumption of fats, eggs, 
and fruits is also growing, but more slowly. Practically all countries 
show these general trends. 


Variations in the consumption pattern from country to country are 
Clearly brought out in Table 4, which for each country gives percentages 
of the total calories derived from various food groups--variations which 
are connected with climate as well as general standard of living. Grain 
consumption is hign in the Mediterranean countries, accounting for over 
half of the calories in the Italian and Greek diets, compared with 25 
percent in Denmark and Sweden. But all the countries which have a low 
grain consumption have a relatively large consumption of sugar and 
potatoes. So far as protein-rich animal foodstuffs are concerned (meat, 
fish, eggs, and dairy products, except butter) the three Scandinavian 
countries , the United Kingdom, and Switzerland rank about equal, with 
some 27-29 percent of their total caloric intake obtained from these 
foods. The share of fats in the diet is highest in the Netherlands, West 
Germany, and Norway, while Greece, Italy, and Portugal head the list of 
fruit consumers. 


Food Self-Sufficiency 


The degree of food self-sufficiency in Western Europe increased from 
about 68 percent before World War II to 76 percent in the period 1952-53- 
1956-57. (Food self-sufficiency is here defined as the relationship 
between food production and food consumption in a country or region, 
expressed in calories. Livestock products produced with imported feeds 
are considered as imports.) 


Great efforts were made in the first postwar decade to increase food 
self-sufficiency in most West European countries, partly in order to save 
foreign exchange, partly as a measure of preparedness. Furthermore, 
general farm policies tended to have the same effect. Since the foreign 
exchange problem has become far less urgent--in some countries it hardly 
exists any more--the drive for self-sufficiency has slowed down, and in 
about half of the West European countries the degree of food self-suf- 
ficiency has declined. This is especially true in those countries which 
import feedstuffs heavily for their livestock industries, such as the 
Netherlands, Denmark, and the United Kingdom. Spain alone shows a much 
lower self-sufficiency now than before the ware Spanish food production 
has not kept pace with the population increase. 


Soe 


If self-sufficiency calculations were to be based on a value concept 
rather than on calories the results would be quite different for most 
countries of Northwestern Europe. On the whole, these countries import 
foodstuffs of high calorie content and low value, such as fats and grains. 
Where, furthermore, livestock products are exported, such as in the Nether- 
lands and Denmark, the difference would be especially striking. Thus, the 
self-sufficiency percentage of the Netherlands comes to 72 on the basis of 
calories; on the basis of value it would be over 100, 


TABLE I.--Indices of agricultural production in Western Europe 1/ 


Gross 2/ : Net 3/ 
Country 2 : Livestock : ; Livestock 
Total : products : Total : products 
3 3 only : : only 
Austria: 
PrewaLleccccccccccecccccce 100 100 100 100 
1947-48 .cccccccccccccccce 66 60 71 67 
V95O=51] save wleic alcivicleicicicieieleie 92 86 95 89 
1951=-S2e.cccvcccccccccccce 97 92 97 92 
LOS 2S cccesic ce cececicicies 101 97 102 98 
1953=S4ccccccccccccccccce 106 102 110 108 
195 4=S5 cccccccccccccccsoe 106 106 108 : 109 
1955=56. cece ccleceeecc ccc 110 107 NS) 112 
1956=S7 ccccccocvcccececee 15 yeaa 125 119 
19D7=S8cccccccccccocceoce 118 ly; i222. 22: 
Belgium: 
PrewaLrecccccccccccccccces 100 100 100 100 
1947-48 .ccccccccccccccece 88 80 104 99 
V950s5l evcccccceceecieeeee lll 102 127 121 
1951=<S2ecccccccccceccccce se) 106 126 1:25 
195 2=9S.c ce cee cece cies 119 Nal 134 129 
1953-54. cccccccccccccccce 125 116 136 127 
195 4= D5 ce cccccccccccccccce 126 121 139 138 
1955-56 ccccccccccccccccce 133 123 147 138 
1956-57 cccccccccccccccccs 132 127 143 140 
1957=S8 cccocecececcceccc 132 128 141 140 
Denmark : 
PrewaLleccccccccccccccccce 100 100 100 100 
1947-48 ccccccccccccccccces 84 74 93 83 
1O5O=Si eis ciclsie clolsteieieieiciercieve 116 104 123 lll 
1951 =-S2ccccccccccccccccce 2 101 122 110 
195 2=S3cccccvccccccccccce 118 107 129 116 
1953=54cccccccccecccecciocs 125 115 130 118 
1954=SB5 cccccccccccccccccs 127 121 130 124 
1955=S6cccccccccccccccccs 125 siby/ 125 116 
1956-57 ecccvccccccesenece 126 120 133 126 
1957-58 ccc cccccecccoccove 137 126 144 132 
(continued) 


v/ 
TABLE I.--Indices of agricultural production in Western Europe (cont'd.) 


: Gross 2/ : Net 3/ 
Country 2 ; Livestock ; ; Livestock 
: Total ; products ; Total ; products 
3 3 only 3 $ only 
France: 
PrewaLrecccccccccccccceccs 100 100 100 100 
1947-48 ccccccccccccccesece 84 86 87 91 
W950=liecice cccceiceccccoos 109 107 2 1r2 
1951-52. cccccccccccccccce 104 106 107 Lik 
L955 25S cecccccsescccoose 109 110 ppl 114 
1950S =OAcclcccceccece cece 7, 118 121 124 
195 4=D5 ce cccccccvcccccccce 124 123 128 130 
1955=—Sbecccccccccccccccce 125 E27, 128 132 
1956=DSi7 ec ccccccccccccccoce 123 130 126 136 
195 7=58 ccc qeccccccccoccce 123 ESS 127 140 
West Germany (excl. Saar): 
PYeWaLeccccccccccccccccce 100 100 100 100 
1947-48 -cccccecccccccvcce 70 56 74 61 
1O5O=S icicle eicis oie clelcie'e eclcice 103 94 106 97 
1951=S2eccccccccccccccecs 108 104 lll 108 
195 2a Doe weisclee cicicie cle cclclee PES 108 114 109 
195354 ccccslccecicecccecee 118 113 120 116 
1954=S5 ec cccccccnvecceccece 120 a Wf 122 119 
1955=5G.ccccocewscccccece 119 119 120 pleat 
1956=Uilie cle clcieieie clelelcic eee 123 Wal 122 119 
NE RCS SOA OO GUO OOOOOOOUOOO 125 128 122 125 
Greece: 
PrewaLececccccccccccccccs 100 100 100 100 
1947-48 cccccccccccccccces 85 71 85 71 
LO 5O=O lice cisicisiseccececees 94 81 94 83 
lO a—Sewiccceceiciceccicecoe 108 89 109 90 
NOD 2s OSs elsieisicieelsieisic eee eele 100 94 100 94 
NODS =O4 wreeiiele cloce seceecoe 126 99 128 103 
VO54=S ae cis elvcicw cle cciec cece 222 109 123 13 
OS =O Oe ele civ'eeicie ec cc eecee 130 120 131 125 
O56 =Dilics ccisclece Secececee 134 12}: 134 119 
OSG ecileele eels ceceecee opt £25 153 Lai 
Ireland: 
PrGWalieecviccccccccecoceseo 100 100 100 100 
WOAT=EAS ciclo esecccceccecce 84 81 87 83 
TO 5O=Sllsicisie'se« c'cle ccc ceeee 98 94 99 95 
OST OD cieielcree cccicie 6 ciccie ce 98 95 100 98 
LID 2S Since cicie 61e.cle cle eee eee 102 100 104 103 
OSS=OA seis ccc eclcie 6.6 cleiccieie 107 104 109 106 
195 4=55'c cc ccenccccccceces 114 lll 115 112 
1955 = DO sicisieloic eieie elsicie'e'eleleve 102 97 104 100 
IDES STAN SO OGOOOUOOOOOOOONS 112 109 116 113 
OS =OGeicie o0.0 celseiceeee sie 113 109 116 PPI 
(continued) 
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TABLE I.--Indices of agricultural production in Western curosenteotene! 


Gross 2/ : Net 3/ 
3 : Livestock : : Livestock 
Country 2 Total® :**products : Total) :) products 
3 3 only A : only 
Italy: 
PrCWaTietcie se cleic cleleicteleleieveieicie 100 100 100 100 
194T=48. coccccccescocccce 92 86 92 85 
1950-5 cre cicleisielsictelele cleleciel oer O 107 110 106 
VOSS O2 eicie cleiers' cle crsleicleicleie's 119 ]OYSI! 119 eA 
W959 2s 53 se crolotevevetotatcloteleteieiels 120 120 119 119 
WOSS=OA ss icicieie elciciercle eicicieiele 132 126 133 N227/ 
TO54=55 ccrelcivie cleisieleleleicie sisie 125 124 124 22: 
1O55=56%. ocicvele o10 clstete'sicic cielo 136 129 136 129 
VOSO= Silvers cicie oe eic slerelevelele sieve 136 134 135 131 
NCBI ONS SB AOGOOOODODDOOOGO 131 134 130 12 
Netherlands: 
PrRewalsterelsielese e.clelelelaieicteiereye J00 100 100 100 
OAT —ASiicleleelsisicie/e clclelersieieie 76 65 84 74 
TOSOs Osler clerw siele clererercievelevete LYS sia 124 22 
NOS =D 2D atersic'e oe cicieislelcicle cies LTS ES 125 126 
NOS 2-53 'eieieicecie\e.el eels) siclereiere 123 aby / 134 131 
VO5S=D4% sc cicielcisicicletelo ciclcieiele 130 126 139 P37 
954s wiele elec cisicielcleiciclaiele 130 128 135 135 
1ODD=5GO6 sicleielctercisielelclclersisteve 135 134 138 138 
UODO=Oilhereelelslsiere ctoletelsveleiciote 133 137 130 134 
195 [= 5Gicccrele c cleleta clolaieieic oie sISiE/ 142 135 141 
Norway : 
POW sisoslelalere ecoleleteleiatelalale 100 100 100 100 
O47 =H48 . occ wcieciclcieic cee siee 94 88 101 94 
TOSO—5i5 rele creleloleieisicic! sie 'sicleve sae 12 N25 121 
NOD =D iors lcieie cleicrsielela ciersiee LS 2 125 122 
NOD 2=OSiicicleic.crercietetetele eieieiete 116 112 124 1} 
NOSS=547, cicvolsicieloieteveleleleleierere 114 ie} 122 119 
Meee GANG BO DO DOGOODOOG 120 116 123 118 
N95 D=OOlsicle oleleieteleleieleiale:svelete 126 25 22 119 
TO56=5i7/< visicieie wo sieiclejeisiciees NW7/ WAR, 135 130 
ODT =DGicciels'elelele)elelele! eleleicie.e 25 22 132 130 
Continental Portugal: 
PFeWAF eccccccccccccesocece 100 100 100 100 
Me OS OO COONOOOOOHOOO Vakal 98 110 96 
TO 5O=Sltevcleleleielcieteisicte) stevesetois 114 110 114 lll 
POS T= Ze teveleleisicievereieveteteisieiere 128 114 127 ata tal 
HOD 20 Sicie slelelelevelelelelereieielelcie dears 119 113 118 
NO SS=O4s ciclalcioieieiclele’cielele| ciel 135 120 135 119 
NOD 4a eicisleleicl cleleleieieicie/ ole lee 134 125 135 126 
195 5=—5Gcicisieieveieio ecieicieielecctole 129 124 127. 118 
U9 S56=Oificieleleieieleraloleislelele/elerore N32 27, 131 T22 
OS =OG ciejeleleleloleletatelersielevetele Si Tet 137 130 
(continued) 


1 
TABLE I.--Indices of agricultural production in Western Bees diay 


Gross 2/ : Net 3/ 
: : Livestock : : Livestock 
Country tmlOtaliy ss; eproducts s Total +: products 
3 2 only : 2 only 
Spain: 
Pre-Civil War, 1931/32- 
1935/36) 100 100 100 100 
NO AT MAS ieletclc cieie sie cleo elevclera 102 96 103 97 
NOSO=oilictcrstereaveieieleieiele weteieic 93 101 94 102 
NODA O2 6 ociele 010s cleivice vee cs 116 104 V7 107 
NOS De Sicic cleie civic e's ieleccieis ere 109 104 110 106 
VO SS=54 cre iavciolc-elsleicieie eieiee'e.e 106 101 105 97 
NOD 4m D5 re craves eleleieie eecelecice 109 106 110 109 
MOS 5 = SO eiavoretcveieeisisie se eiereree 103 105 103 05 
WO5G=Sifperete etelsie'e ele’ sie /e sceelels 108 109 108 109 
MO Si— Sis cieisiaie ele/siciois 616.6 e101 110 bE? 110 114 
Sweden: 
PLEWADccocceccecccccceces 100 100 100 100 
O47 = AS a cicleicieicis oie viele e'e/sie\e 104 106 105 108 
NO SO =O Waleyeiciete cc eicieie es eee 2) PES 123 LS 
OS NaS Detetovotelerelelciciel’s eleleevere 116 110 118 PES 
NOS ZO Sieicisiciciels cielcicie cislele'e s 120 2. 1:23 nis Re) 
WOSS= Dac iercicle ce cleieis clele's elele.e 121 Ly 27 118 
MO DA =O Oiisiciclelcieisicleiesicielelelele 121 Jt 124 114 
95 D=OOisicislereleveie-eleleie'e e ciceie LL2 110 1k 108 
MNO DG=Dileteicteielerci ol e:e7eleie:e'o o.ese 116 108 1G? 109 
NO Sil DG ieteletercioveleereretoieleletevels 117 aD 119 LES 
Switzerland: 
PFOWaLc coccccccccsceccecs 100 100 100 100 
OAT =O Orevecleicleieeieicis ciciels cle's 91 82 89 79 
MNOSO=Silitiorcinvcte\cleieic elec icvevele 6 110 99 109 97 
LOD =D Dheverelesleie.e'e/sieie siete oie © 105 102 105 102 
MOD =OSieiesisiele ee sie le cl cleiclele LS 106 LE? 104 
MOS SO Airaciarctote ore e 6 oie'e.e\e e-0 EE 108 109 104 
NODA = DO lereicicic'o.6 0 0.6 0.01610 6 cee 117 109 116 107 
N95 5=DOjecercies.s ceclelecece'e ce ELS 110 US 104 
MNO DO=Oilverereiclole cele eicle cieie ee aka 110 108 106 
ODM OG seieleicte'e ele 616 6 elec.e.e 6 113 Li7 109 DA. 
United Kingdom: 
PLOWaR sc ccoccccccccsceccce 100 100 100 100 
NGA mA Sievete.ccc.e'e 6.6 clele cice cee 95 83 Tig 110 
VO SO=Diltevcintccie o.0c:erale efeleve'e'e A saa 148 144 
ODEO Dervcresic cicieicliciee ccc 122 116 150 15) 
NOD 2SaS sicielaie ce elela sieic ecie'e'e 127 P21 156 159 
NGSS=SDAciecieieeis clelcle'e'e|s cle'ee 134 128 157 157 
MNO SAR 5S ai75 c's 's vis aie c 0.0 eeicie 139 139 161] 170 
MOS S=5O.i5.s.o'> e.cieleisieieeieis'e es 136 135 158 166 
MOSG=5 this clei cree ees siee eo 144 143 170 180 
HO —DSleisieicicle elelcicle ele cele ee 145 150 170 186 
(continued) 


TABLE I.--Indices of agricultural production in Western Europe Wy (cont'd. ) 


Gross 2/ ; Net 3/ 
Country : - $: Livestock : : Livestock 
: Total ©: Eproducts : Total 3) products 
: 3 only : : only 
Western Europe: 
PLQWAL ce cccccccccccccccces 100 100 100 100 
TOAT—AGSicicictelelelejiciviersioiele ovolore 86 78 92 85 
TO5O=S iis cicicies:c\eleicleicvelslclc ol 108 103 1S 110 
VOSS 2ei0c.0 cele wclslaiaicreleiolsie 112 107 EZ, 114 
1952-53. cccccccccscccccce 114 uta 119 118 
1953-54. ceccccccceccccecc 2A 7, 126 123 
1954 =50 nic wee cece elcciicice se 123 121 127 127 
1955-56. cc ccccccvccccccce 124 122 127 127 
1956-57 eccccccccccccccene 126 126 129 732 
1957-58. ccc ccccccccoscocs 127 130 130 135 


1/ Prewar estimates of production of individual agricultural 
commodities are mostly official estimates and mostly refer to the period 
1933-34 to 1937-38; in a few cases it seemed necessary to correct for 
biased reporting. Postwar estimates of production of individual com- 
modities have, in a large number of cases, been revised for under- 
reporting in the early years. For the method used in constructing the 
indices, see Agriculture Monograph 10, July 1951. 


2/ No deductions made for the value of imported feed. 


3/ Excluding the value of imported feed. 
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TABLE 3.--Estimated food self-sufficiency percentages for 
West European countries We 


Country 3 Prewar 2/ 8 Postwar 3/ 
Percent Percent 
AWS deh aloverctoreleveyerercvele slats eo 68 70 
Belgiumeccoeccccceccoce 43 64 
DeNMarKicvercrstercisieisieisietelsiele 106 1122 
ETaNCClcreictarese ekoleicleisioncrereve 83 96 
West Germany 4/.....00. 65 65 
GRCCCCcretcteelc.clelc cre cle(eie sce 78 89 
Tre TaNnGtisteciele cisioveveretore oie 73 93 
Ttalyecccccccccccccccce 95 97 
Netherlands.cccccsccecce 65 12 
NOEWAY, D//s vc sisleleielelessie 48 53 
Continental Portugal... 92 87 
Spain G/cioweleis wiajsvaverere's s 7/103 96 
SWEG Cliteveratarevovclslcterelotoheveieve 91 93 
Swattzerliandirecroisielslsieiclole 45 50 
United Kingdom..cccececee Pp 33 
Western Europe@ececceccce 68 76 


1/ Calorie value of food production from domestic 
resources in percent of calorie value of food consumption. 


Five-year average, mostly 1933-34 to 1937-38. 
Five-year average, 1952-53 to 1956-57. 

Including the Western Sectors of Berlin. 

Excluding marine oil produced for export and stocks. 


Excluding the Canary Islands. 


ea eee 


Pre-Spanish Civil War, 1931-32 to 1935-36. 
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